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NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
COUNCIL

THURSDAY, 23RD APRIL, 2026

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

Please find attached supplementary papers relating to the above meeting, as follows:

Agenda No Item
9. NOTICE OF MOTIONS (Pages 3 - 6)

To consider any motions, due notice of which have been given in
accordance with Standing Order 4.8.12.

Amendments from the Labour Group have been received as follows:
e Amendment to Motion — Verge and Footway Parking Protection

Orders in Letchworth Garden City
¢ Amendment to Motion — Protection of North Herts Chalk Streams
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The following amendment to a motion has been submitted:

Verge and Footway Parking Protection Orders in Letchworth Garden City

Amendment to be moved by Councillor Alistair Willoughby and seconded by Councillor Clare
Billing:

Council notes that:

North Hertfordshire contains a mix of historic, garden-city (being home to the first garden city,
Letchworth), and modern residential areas, many of which include grass verges, narrow
streets and pedestrian routes that are vulnerable to obstruction or damage from vehicles
mounting pavements and verges.

In a number of locations, grass verges are being damaged by repeated vehicle parking, and
vehicles mounting footways can obstruct pedestrian routes, creating particular difficulties for
people with disabilities, wheelchair and mobility scooter users, parents with pushchairs, and
older residents who rely on clear and accessible pavements and verges.

Protecting verges and ensuring safe pedestrian access is therefore important not only for
environmental quality and local character, but also to ensuring that streets remain safe and
accessible for all residents.

Council further notes the Government’s announcement (January 2026) that local authorities
will be given new powers to restrict and enforce pavement parking later in 2026, and that
removing pavement parking without mitigation risks displacement, neighbour disputes, and
reduced access for emergency vehicles. Council also recognises that Hertfordshire County
Council must lead on this work as the ‘Local Transport Authority’, with North Herts Council
acting as a consultee and enforcement body only once the work is commenced.

That in some streets pavement parking has become informal but essential due to limited
capacity, and that verge damage forms part of a wider need to improve the quality, safety and
appearance of North Hertfordshire’s streets.

Therefore, Council resolves to:

* Ask officers and councillors to begin identifying locations across North Hertfordshire where
pavement parking and verge damage are causing accessibility, safety, or environmental
concerns, and where future enforceable restrictions may be appropriate once the
Government’s secondary legislation is published and Hertfordshire County Council has begun
consultation.

* Request that North Hertfordshire District Council;-working-with-Hertfordshire County-Couneil

works closely with Hertfordshire County Council, as the highways authority, to identify both
the areas that may require enforceable restrictions and the areas where limited or formalised
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pavement parking may remain appropriate, ensuring that displacement impacts and local
parking needs are fully considered.

* Ensure that any proposals brought forward are subject to appropriate consultation with
residents, including engagement on the balance between accessibility, safety and practical
parking needs.

Receive a report back to Members with proposals for implementation once the Government’s
secondary legislation is available and the consultation framework is confirmed.
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The following amendment to a motion has been submitted:

Protection of North Herts Chalk Streams

Amendment to be moved by Councillor Donna Wright and seconded by Councillor Amy Allen:

Council notes that:

1.

Chalk streams are globally rare ecosystems that require our protection. There are only
around 260 chalk streams in the world, with 85% of them being in southern England.
We have ten in North Herts and it behoves us to offer these precious and vulnerable
assets the maximum level of protection against over-abstraction and pollution,
particularly in the face of huge potential levels of housing development locally.

South Cambs MP Pippa Heylings is currently sponsoring a Chalk Streams (UNESCO
Natural World Heritage Site) Bill in parliament. Our MP for NE Herts Chris Hinchliff is
a signatory. The bill seeks to give our chalk streams status as a serial UNESCO Natural
World Heritage Site, which requires the government to make a national commitment
to their conservation. However, the status could take years to achieve.

The Government is driving a growth in housing that is vitally needed across the county,

and it is important that this growth balances the need of protecting our nature, such as
our rare valuable chalk streams, and our communities. It is essential that North Herts
Council does everything possible to protect its unique chalk streams and the
irreplaceable habitats associated with them.

The draft NPPF (2025) now makes two mentions of the need to protect chalk streams
— in policies P3 2(e) and N1 1(a) — but this protection must also be embedded at the
local level.

The new North Herts Local Plan currently under development offers an opportunity to
do this. The presence of our chalk streams should be woven into the visions and
objectives of the Local Plan.

Whilst only part of North Herts lies within the Chilterns National Landscape, the
Planning Guidance set out for it by the Chilterns Chalk Streams Project is equally valid
for the whole of North Herts. This should be applied across the District and its
plan-making checklist be implemented in development of the new North Herts Local
Plan.

Page 5




The over-abstraction of our rare chalk streams is a serious and long-standing concern.
Water companies have consistently under-invested in the infrastructure and new
reservoir capacity needed to support a growing population, and this failure has placed
significant pressure on our local water environment. Several of our community groups
—including Revlvel, Friends of Oughtonhead Common, and the River Hiz Conservation
Group— have done exceptional work to highlight the impact this has had on our chalk
streams and to champion their protection.

Therefore, Council resolves to:

1.

Instruct the Executive Member for Place to write to MPs Pippa Heylings, Chris Hinchliff,
Kevin Bonavia, and Alistair Strathern expressing the Council’s support for the Bill to
make all UK chalk streams a serial UNESCO Natural World Heritage Site.

Ensure the Chilterns Chalk Streams Project checklist with the two amendments shown
is adopted and applied throughout the preparation of the Council’s new Local Plan (see
details below).

Ensure that the Council as LPA places the highest possible priority on the protection
and conservation of the District’'s chalk streams, taking appropriate measures to
safeguard their ecological integrity and the quality and quantity of their water, including
the imposition of planning conditions as necessary.
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